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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Thank you to all who helped us 

celebrate Christmas as a parish. So many 
people do so much throughout the year, but especially during the 
holiday season. Thanks to the Winterfest volunteers and the Kettle 
Corn crew who made the holidays sweeter and raised money 
for good causes, to those who decorated the church, and to all 
who helped at the food pantry, community lunches, and other 
ministries this season. Our youth collected books, hats, coats, 
gloves and scarves that made a difference for many at Christmas. 
Thanks too, to Ron, the choir, our guest musicians, and our readers, 
eucharistic ministers, acolytes, ushers and greeters who help make 
our Christmas services inspiring. Our parish is blessed by generous 
sharing of so many gifts. 

As we begin the New Year, I would invite you to join people 
from throughout the Episcopal Church in reading through the 
Gospel of John during the season of Epiphany. Beginning on 
January 6, short daily readings gospel readings provide a simple 
way to begin a practice of Bible reading that will also deepen our 
understanding of the good news. Numerous resources and study 
guides have been produced to make reading easier. You can find out 
more at goodbookclub.org or by following the links on the St. John’s 
website.

Blessings for a holy and happy 2020! Adam

Would you like to know  
what is happening at  
St. John’s each week?

If so, please read on…
We send weekly email updates, This Week at St. John’s, directly to your 

email. This email will include Sunday’s schedule of acolytes and servers, 
as well as the date and time of events in the week following. If you do not 
receive this weekly email from us, but would like to, please email us at 
stjohns@stjohnssharon.org and tell us to add you to the weekly list or fill 
this form out and put in the offering plate. The updates will arrive to your 
inbox on each Wednesday evening.

Name: ________________________________________________

Email Address: _________________________________________

CHURCH RECORDS:
Deaths:

Donald Hugh Smith • November 29, 2019
Aileen Belus • December 2, 2019

Paul J. Wisnowski • December 10, 2019
“Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord.” 

Baptisms:

Sofia Mae Varsho • December 8, 2019
“Sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism  
and marked as Christ’s own forever.”
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ECW WinterFest  
once again was a 

huge success!
There were a lot of familiar faces  that returned to  

buy cookies, candy, nut rolls and vintage Christmas items. 

We sold out of soup, nut rolls, clothespin cookies and  
our regular delicious assortment of fancy cookies. 

It goes without saying, it took a village, (you know who  
you are), a big thank you goes out to all of you. A very special  

thank you to Alice Williams and Robyn Sherman, without  
their help there may have been a very different outcome. 

A speedy recovery to both of them, as we continue  
to keep them both in our thoughts and prayers. 

Thank you also to all those who donated money, time, ingredients, 
suggestions, lunch and prayers. God Bless all of you.

~ Connie Raymer, ECW President

Thank You...
...to the Adult choir of St. John’s and the Music Scholars for 

all their diligence in preparing for the Christmas Eve service this 
year. We trust that you were blessed through their hard work and 
ministry.  

...to the special musicians (Cody, Brittanie, Kevin, Nick and 
Sean) for sharing their musical gifts with us at the 11 PM Christmas 
Eve Service.

...to Rhonda Koborie, Barb Lipinski and crew for decorating the 
church for the Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services, along 
with the folks that contributed to the Christmas flower fund.

...to the folks that contributed to Church Periodical Club and 
Miles of Pennies in 2019. 

...to the volunteers that supplied refreshments for each Sunday 
morning during coffee hour in 2019.

...to the folks that have supported our outreach programs this 
year: Community Outreach (ECS & Saturday lunches); Christian 
Education (Kettle Korn), either by volunteering their time and/or 
monetary donations.

Dates to remember in January:
Wednesday, January 1st • New Year’s Day (observed):  
Parish office closed

Monday, January 6th: Please have all articles for the Annual meeting 
submitted to the office: stjohns@stjohnssharon.org

Friday, January 17th: February Newsletter deadline. Please send articles 
to the church at: stjohns@stjohnssharon.org

Monday, January 20th: The parish office will be closed in observance of 
Martin Luther King Day.

Monday, January 20th: Vestry will meet at 7pm (note change of date)

Sunday, January 26th • at 9:00am: Annual Meeting Allen Hall
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From Our Music 
Director, Ron Gracilla

 I surely hope you all have enjoyed a 
wondrous Christmas and New Year and 
have made St. John’s a part of it. Now would 

be a good time to thank your hard working choir and musicians 
for bringing a unique beauty to our services, most especially at 
Christmas Eve. If you see Alice, Al, Bob, Dorothy, Jane, Julia, Laura 
J., and Vicki let them know your gratitude. Also I separately note our 
Music Scholars Allie, Briana, Elisa, Jarred, Jennifer, Leah, and Silas 
who have added a whole new level of excitement and vigor to our 
ensemble. Let’s not forget the Brass Quartet with Brittany and Kevin 
Schneider, Cody Ortz, and Sean Evanick and Nick Lakotas who as 
always added a certain brilliance and breadth to our songs. I know 
that it was a great experience and I’m glad to have helped it all come 
together.

As we begin to follow Jesus in these weeks of Epiphany, let us 
continue to lift each other up and find ways to spread the Good 
News of St. John’s and the work we are doing. I wish you all a very 
Happy and Blessed New Year!

Peace,  Ron Gracilla

St. John’s Kids January Event
Will be either Avalanche Express OR Extreme Air, depending 

on the weather. In both cases, we will have lunch immediately 
following the 10:00 service on Sunday, January 5, then leave for  
the event. 

BOTH events require 2 permission slips - one for the venue, and 
one for St. John’s, permitting your child to travel in privately owned 
cars. Please see Sherri Lowery, Heather Ulan, or Laura Peretic for 
these slips. Additionally, we need your reservation ASAP, so that we 
have enough transportation for all the kids who want to go. If you 
have any questions or concerns, please see Laura Peretic.

St. John’s Kids will be selling Super Bowl Subs again this year, 
in time for your Super Bowl party! Orders along with payment 
must be placed by Sunday, January 26th, with pick up on Sunday, 
February 2nd.

A 6” Meat Sub (Ham, Provolone, Salami, Lettuce, Onions & 
Tomato) will be $6.25.  

A 6” Veggie Sub (Provolone, Cucumber, Lettuce, and Onion & 
Tomato) will also be available for $4.25.

Payment is due with all orders and can be placed in the office, or 
see Laura Peretic. Proceeds will help to fund our monthly activities.

St. John’s Kids Super Bowl Subs
Name: _____________________________________________

Telephone#: ________________________________________

Quantity: _____  6” Ham sub @ $6.25 each Total $_______

Quantity: _____  6” Veggie Sub @ $4.25 each  Total $_______

DEADLINE FOR ORDERING:  
Sunday, January 26th

Don’t forget to follow us  
on Instragram: stjohnssharon
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Have You Checked  
Out Our Website? 

You will find:  
Acolyte schedule; Lector/L.E.M. schedule;  

ECW schedule; ECS dates of distribution along with Youth & 
Family Ministry schedules, and much, much more. 

Check us out today at: www.stjohnssharon.org

Follow us on Facebook and let us know 
what you think by posting your thoughts or comments. 

www.facebook.com/stjohnssharon
www.facebook.com/stjohnssharonyouth

Another year of Christmas 
Kettle Korn is done
Many hands make this possible every year,  

and this year, special mentions go to:

Dick Steingrabe, our stalwart Kettlemeister; 

Linda Steingrabe, Hannah Hancock and Katie Tingler,  
for searching out holiday fabrics for the bags; 

Nancy Blauser, Erin Herald and Heather Ulan  
for stitching said bags at the last minute.

And everyone who came out in the cold to pop korn.  
It is truly a labor of love - of popcorn!

Many thanks to all of those folks who have donated hats,  
gloves and coats for the Sunday School Winter Warmth project,  

helping folks to have a warmer holiday. 

We will continue to take donations through the winter season.

Thanks to everyone who brought books in for our Library Drive. 
Thanks to your generosity, 20 children from the Community  

Lunch received a book of their own, and we received enough extra  
books to start a Little Lending Library in the Allen Hall foyer. 

Watch that space for future development!

St. John’s Family Kitchen serving the
Free Community Lunch:

Next cooking day: Thursday January 16; 1:00pm
Serving day: Saturday, January 18
Wrap silverware & final food preparation: 9:00 am – 10:00 am
Serving/clean-up: 11:00 am – 1:30 pm

Many hands make light work and more fun. Come join us.
Any questions call Madge Tamber 724-662-4367
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